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Spiders suvely vepresent many
people's biggest phobia. Vet a fear of spiders
ig not Hﬂmftﬁmr e arve born with, but wgu .:ifue'ﬂﬂp gometime in our early childhood.
;)awnts Uﬁ'mﬂ unknc:ml!{ngflf pass on their orm EXLOLiNG jma'ﬂ' to their children. /St

_ _ spiders should be appreciated, even just for their
A AT % A ability to construct a web that in otb weaving
g ) gpecies, often seems mathematically accucrate
1 ~ NS T with each steand of sitk.

Sherwood Fovest is presently home to over

230 different species of spider, but theit

recording has been limited. Trew surveys

_ have ever taken place at Shewwood, but

4 the forest is home to geveral nationally
rare or endangeved species.

/Midia midas and Sora sylvestuis are
probably the rarest spiders found at
Shetwood Trorest. MNidia midas is a

amall, datk-spider, that lives on old trees.

/jt has been mi:mdﬁ:f on just two occasions ~in 19012 and 1978. Lhere
ig little doubt that it still occuxs in the forest, just that no one ig
:fm:r.fziug ﬁm it. olord H’Iln'::l'l’ﬂﬂiﬁ' on the other hand, iz a growund
dwelling spider. Fast moving and often difficult to find,
Shevwood Fovest is curvently the only site in the TAK with
any vecent vecords. Mt prefers a heathtand habitat and is
ugually found underneath heather.

One of Sherwood's largest spiders is the Cave Spider,
which lives in total darkness underneath two
manhole covers at the visitor centre. Homwever,
You can See manly mote ﬂpﬁdé-‘rﬂ oM any visit to
the fovest in #utwmn. 7 motning visit is
recommended, when the webs are covered in

desw. So g0 out and appreciate our spiders
wote !

Spiders illustrated
1 Garden Cross Spider
2 Orb Weaver
3 Cave Spider
4 Mesh Weaver
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