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Lhe increase in intevest and the populavity
of moths, has sromwn over recent years. Public
moth trapping events are always well attended, but resular moth recording in Shetwood
Fotest, takes place throughout the year. Zven on cold Tinter evenings and nishts, some
moths that have evolved to fly at this time of year, can be caught by enthusiasts using lisht
traps. Lisht traps usge a special Uight called mercury vapour, which is especially
attractive to moths. Hundveds of moths can be caught within an howt on warm
nif.ﬁts, nﬁtﬁuuiﬁ h{.ﬁﬂst numbers occut in mid-5 wmmet.

Sherwood Forest has recorded well over 800 species, many of which are rare
nationally or locally. Btack Arches is something of a vecent success stovy,
being found in Nottinghamshire commonly until about 50 years ago, when
it seems to havee disappeared from many former sites. Mt veterned guite
unexpectedly about five years ago and this attvactive moth ig now once
Again, guite common in the forest.

Not all moths have been successful over the past century. Sherwood
Fotest has lost many species, that were once regarded as being common
in the late 1800's and early 1900's. The /Magpie /Noth has seen a
dramatic decline in nwmbers and may no longer be present at Sherwood
Fotest and other moths have pated similazly. It iz intevesting to look back at the moth
recotds from a site euch as Shevwood, to see how gpecies come and go over time and how
populations have increased ot decreased. Lo this day, Sherwood Forest
continees to attract new gpecies and no doubt, fmthet gpecies will be lost.

However, one of the most mtﬂeﬂnug aspects of vecotding the natazal
history of any site, is how a site's natural history
can change considerably over time and
Sherwood Forest is no different.

Moths illustrated
1 Elephant Hawk-moth caterpillar
2 Black Arches

3 Green Silver-lines
4 Elephant Hawk-moth

5 Purple Thorn
& Magpie Moth
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