‘Deespite being famous across the world for its ancient Oak trees, Shexwood FForest cannot
compete with woodlands in southern counties Uﬁ the TAK, ]f-::‘f theix TangGe ﬂﬁ Suﬂﬁﬂifﬂaqhé
reason is that the whole of the Shetwood TForest atea, is extremely

poot in ite diversity of suitable nectar bearing flowers. A lack of
flowers for adelt butterflies iz not the only problem, as the limited
tange of foodplants needed to support their caterpillars, means the

magjority uﬁ TAK ﬁﬂrfe'iﬁﬂffﬂ' cannot be ﬁr.u{nd heze.

Althowsh only about 22 species ave still found in today's Sherwood
'Szﬂfgt. that number was m‘mhlr double over a CENLUTY dgo.
From historical records, it seems likely that many species weze

L rare ot suncommon even then and the last few adult butterflies of
gpecies stch as Durple Emperor, Large Lortoiseshell and Marsh Fuitillary,
weze all probably causht by Victorian collectors.

qjlﬂhﬁﬁﬂﬂlf, theze (s mﬂe‘c:tmg aﬁ 5&!‘?:?&'1:5&2‘5' today, bet Shevwood hasg lost one Euttﬁﬂllr in
the past 30 years. The TOall Brown was once a Vet common
.ﬁ-uﬁf?ﬁlf, eren in towng and cities, but it seemsz to have become
extremely vare in Nottinghamshive. TOall Brown caterpillars feed
on grasses, go the reagson for its decline is a mystery. One possible
t'xpﬂn.nﬂfmh could be the ::ﬁﬂngﬁ in out climate, with owut
Tinters now being warmer than they were 30 ot 40 years
Ao,
O the positive side, Shexwood Forest has gained
geveral new butterflies since the disappearence of the
T0all Brown. N::w swhen You walk tﬁmn;ﬁ the fﬂ-‘mst,
thete are new butterflies such as the ssex Skipper
and Gatekeeper, whilst Speckled Toods flutter in
shafits of sunlight that filter throush the Oaks
Sherwood Forest iz famous for.

Butterflies illustrated
1Orange Tip 5 Large Skipper
2 Comma 6 Small Copper
3 Gatekeeper
4 Brimstone
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