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| Honey Bees are social insects, living in colonies

containing thousands of worker bees, with
B just one queen. But the Honey Bee has
declined in recent years, with the UK
population now down by as much as
50% and still decreasing.
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\‘ c_].:i‘::,,, The Honey Bee's decline has seen many old
N long established, wild nests disappear, but the

decline has also affected colonies kept by beekeepers

in hives. Wild nests are uﬁua[ly found in hollow trees
and when the r:c:r[r::nyf outgrows the tree cavity, they up
and leave to find 3 more suitable site to relocate to.

; They F[nl,-r as 3 swarm and will sometimes land and make temporary
t camp anywhere, until the workers

find 3 new nest site. Once 3 site is chosen, then

the business of comb construction begins |

within the new nest.

With such large numbers of bees living
tﬂgether in a3 cc:lc:uny, communication between LW
the bees is important. It is well known that worker st
honeybees petform ‘dances’ to other workets, k-
telling them of the location of 3 suitable nectar
source. It is believed that during these dances, the .
bees communicate the distance and direction of the food
soutce to other workers.

Any successful colony containing large numbers of adults needs a certain order. Insects
such as ants, bees and wasps, all have workers that have different roles in maintaining
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